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The response of Congress was the Act of April
30, 1790, authorizing a military establishment
"to the number of one thousand two hundred and
sixteen non-commissioned officers, privates, and
musicians," with permission to the President to
call State Militia into service if need be, "in protect-
ing the inhabitants of the frontiers." Washing-
ton, in noting in his diary his approval of the
act, observed that it was not "adequate to the
exigencies of the government and the protection it
is intended to afford."
The Indian troubles in the Southwest were made
particularly serious by the ability of the head-chief
of the Creek nation, Alexander McGillivray,
the authentic facts of whose career might seem too
wildly improbable even for the uses of melodrama.
His grandmother was a full-blooded Creek of high
standing in the nation. She had a daughter by
Captain Marchand, a French officer. This daugh-
ter, who is described as a bewitching beauty,
was taken to wife by Lachland McGillivray, a
Scotchman engaged in the Indian trade. A son
was born who, at the age of ten, was sent by his
father to Charleston to be educated, where he
remained nearly seven years receiving instruction
both in English and Latin. This son, Alexander,